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LETTERS OF WILLIAM FITZHUGH. 

July 23 rd 1692. 
Mr. Nicholas Hayward: 

Sr. In my last by Capt. Scott of Bristol I returned you a 
full answer to yours and therein acquainted you with Bills Ex- 
change drawn on you for ^14 payable to Mr. Bertrand, which I 
would have you accept when they arrive to hand, also I have 
given you a miserable account of Mrs. Lettens expectations, 
which upon examination and diligent review of her Tob°, now 
comes under such circumstances, that indeed I am ashamed, 
there being but nine hh"' fit to ship her, the rest being damnifyed 
& stolen, as to that damnifyed its irretreevable, as to the stolen I 
shall endeavour it if I can and whats to be got secure for her 
another year, if any, as to her old debts, not a penny to be got 
this year, Tob° being worth something and most or all those 
debts worth little or nothing. I have sent the letter to herself 
inclosed and open, purpose for your perusal. I guess upon seeing 
it and her bills of loading she may passionately fly out against 
me, till she has either well weighed things herself, or is moder- 
ated by your reason, which in justice I must expect from you, 
because I entered into her service merely upon your commands 
and gave her an assurance her Tob° should or would be ready, 
which I accordingly performed & he not taking freight (though 
positively desired) was the occasion of this present loss and dam- 
age and I am a more considerable sufferer of my own then lying 
upon my hands by the disapointment of freight and want of a 
market. Sr. As your late purchased villa gives you the happy 
opportunity of retirement, so it gives at the same time the see- 
cret, and pleasant enjoyment of yourself and a true Epicurian con- 
tentment, that is, a real satisfaction of the mind, which I heartily 
& sincerely wish you. In my last letter of last year I sent for a 
good still of about forty gallons, of which I doubt your reception, 
because you mention nothing thereof in yours, if that letter has 
miscarried pray let this supply its place, in repeating my request 
for such a still, as also to send me in one of the lightest and 
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cheapest Calashes, you can meet with, to be drawn with one 
horse, for so it will be oftenest used, though I would have fur- 
niture for two at "the least. S r As your country retirement takes 
me off from the expectation of much business, from you, so it 
adds to my desires of having of receiving some moral Essays 
from you which would be extremely welcome to 

YourWff. 
To Mr. Nich' Hayward &c. 



July 23 rd 1692. 
Madam Letten: 

I admire that I should not receive one line from you 
neither this year nor last, considering I gave you a full account of 
the disposal of your goods, the sum of Tob° they amounted to 
and assurance that it should be all ready and received to comply 
with freight, which I directed should be certainly taken, I being 
so positive in mine, did not question but you would have taken 
care accordingly and pursuant thereunto re ' 1 the same, which 
ever since has lain under your mark and now upon the plenty & 
reasonableness of freight sending to have it open 4 and received 
some of it was stolen and some damnifyed, so that all the good 
Tob° I could raise for you amounted to but ten hh a " for some of 
your old debts, I could not get in a pound this year, & coming 
aboard Capt. Goodridge's ship when some of those ten hh d " 
came on board, I have a desire to take a farther view of them 
myself and found one of the number that I looked upon, though 
indifferent good, that I thought it more for your advantage to 
have it carried on shoar than to run the hazard of shipping of 
that which in my opinion would not answer freights. Now Mad- 
am having thus clearly laid down the matter to you, I must re- 
quest you to call reason to the helm before you give your censure 
and consider where the fault lyes & withall to consult Mr. Hay- 
ward of the nature and method of our dealing and the bulkiness 
distance and uncertainty of our Tob" buying here and then I 
don't question though you are the loser, you will clear me of 
blame. I intend to use my endeavours to get some of that is stolen 
& if I do you shall have an account thereof next year, as also what 
more of your debts I can get for you next year and what I can 
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get I will contrive to send you by the first conveniency. Here 
enclosed you 11 receive a bill of loading for nine hh d ' which I hope 
will prove good, come safe to hand and produce such a market, 
that may help to answer some of your hopes, which is heartily 
wished by 

Your Wff. 
To Mrs. Susanna Letten in London. 



July 20th, 1693. 
Mr. George Mason: 

S r . Here inclosed comes bill Loading for two hh d " of my 
sweet scented Tob°. I am made to believe by all that have hith- 
erto had any of it, both here and in England that it produces 
pleasing smoak & I am sure the weights are good; I desire you 
to dispose of it to my best advantage, and keep the money in 
your hands till my farther order. Mr. James Scot's information 
gave me assurance that you would not take this as trouble, and 
that a future correspondence will not be unpleasing to you, if 
you please to signifie the same by the next opportunity it will be 
thankfully acknowledged by your 

Wff. 
TO' Mr. George Mason. 



July 23rd, 1693. 
Mr. Cornelius Serjeant: 

S'. In my former by Capt. Totterdell, I. gave you an account 
of four hh 1 " sweet scented Tob" that I had then shipped and con- 
signed you (here inclosed I send you a second bill of Loading) 
which I am sure of you" dispose to my best advantage, in that 
also I gave you an account that Walters his money cannot be 
gotten here, therefore request you to sue him there, if he refuses 
payment of his debt £7 the original bill 15 p. cent by the laws 
of the country for damages upon protested bills of Exchange, 
which comes to twenty one shillings and for the protest money 
paid by you five shillings which makes in the whole 8£ 6sh. , 
which if he should refuse to pay you must if you can get him 
arrested and withall tell Capt. Moore to use some care to make 
the Doct. pay it otherwise he knows he is lyable himself as being 
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the Doctors security, with that money and what my Tob* pro- 
duces, please to send me in these things following, or as much 
of them proportionally, 5 or 6 p" Bedminster stuff, 1 p" of cot- 
ton, 1 p* of Kerseys, 6 P of blue linnen, a bayle of canvas or 
the same quantity of English canvas, 30 ells of sheeting holland 
& some nails of divers sorts, hoes and axes to make up the 
money, but I would have you let alone the Iron ware Rather 
than any of the above things. I expect to hear timely from 
you; I am 



S r Your Wff. 



To Mr. Cornelius Serjeant, Tobaconist. 



July 31st, 1693. 
Mr. George Mason: 

S r . This comes only to secure that by Capt. Scott with a 
second bill of loading also for the two hh a * sweet scented Tob° 
consigned you in him, if it proves according to expectation and 
the good esteem that it hath hitherto lain under. I believe every 
year I shall send you some, I question not your carefull disposal 
thereof to my best advantage and what money it produces, as I 
said in my former I desire you to keep in your hands till my far- 
ther order, but doubting if the London Fleet should again fail 
us, or the ships where my expected goods are should misscarry, 
I desire that you will order Capt. Scott, or whom else you shall 
employ for your merchant in our parts, that if I have occasion 
for any necessarys that he brings in, that I may have a small par- 
cell, not exceeding my money, to be sure at the first cost with 
the allowance of as much advance as the Insurance from thence 
hither comes to, for till I have advice from London I know not 
what to send for; I hope I shall hear from you by the first con- 
veniency. 

Your Wff. 



July 31" 1693. 
Mr. Nicholas Hay ward: 

Sr. I cannot miss this conveniency of saluting you, wishing 
you all health happiness and quiet, in these warlike and tempes- 
tous seasons which hinder us from having that frequent and 
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pleasing conversation, we formerly enjoyed and hope speedily to 
have renewed. I have this year drawn some bills of Exchange 
upon you (viz) thirty pounds payable to one Jn° Thomas, four- 
teen pounds payable to Mr. Jn° Bertrand and four pounds payable 
to Mr. John Newton, if all or any of them comes to hand pray let 
them have due acceptance and be placed to my account. I hope 
long since you have received all my letters sent last year, and 
will be so kind as fully to answer my expectation therein. I was 
almost over persuaded by some of my friends to have sent you 
by this opportunity, a small piece that I have written giving a 
summary account of Virginia and a succinct digest of our laws, 
but thinking it advisable first to communicate the same to our 
Governor, and if I can to get his concurrence and approbation 
thereto, which I now design within this day or two, to go to him 
about and hope may be early enough to send it in this Fleet 
though not in this ship, or to be sure at farthest, it shall suddenly 
follow the heels of this; All your friends here are well, which I 
believe by their respective letters they have signifyed themselves. 
Expecting to follow this suddenly by a second in this fleet, I 
shall add no more than to give you the full assurance I am 

S r Your Wff. 

Dec. 19th 1693. 
Mr. Nicholas Hay ward: 

Sr. Your two letters bearing date the 24th of January, one 
by Purvis the other by a York ship I have receiv d together with 
the Callash and still therein mentioned, which considering their 
long stay on board are well and safely arrived, and as acceptably 
received. I observe by the bills of Loading that I am to pay the 
freight here, which I like exceedingly, which bill of Loading I 
received in an inclosed from Mr. Sam : Richards, the payment of 
my respective bills to Bertrand for 14^ and to Newton for £\ I 
approve, they being all with my own hand, I esteemed as good 
as if you had had a letter of advice. S r By my last in the Bristol 
Fleet, I gave you an account of a bill of Exchange of ^30 pay- 
able to one John Thomas, which I hope before this is come to 
hand, and I question not but paid. Having the opportunity of a 
good bargain from one Mr. Daniel Parkes I ventured to draw 
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upon you for ,£100 sterling, I am sensible of the last bill of ^30 
be arrived and accepted; I have not so much money of mine in 
your hands; yet by no means would have the same protested 
therefore have sent inclosed towards making up the sum good 
sure bills as I think of Willis upon Perry & Lane for £7 sterling. 
I believe I shall be able to send you more bills speedily but if I 
be not, there is Jno Taylor son of Coll* Thomas Taylor hath the 
produce of some hh"" of sweet scented Tob of mine in hand, 
which I shall order you: The reason that makes me so earnest is, 
I would by no manner of means have a protest, but never yet so 
branded, nor indeed did I ever yet before this time, draw bills 
for more money than I had in his hands upon whom I drew. Sr. 
I heartily thank your kindness in M™ Lettens affair, and am glad 
since the circumstances have been so unfortunate that I had to 
do with one, that Judged of the manage of affairs, by reason and 
not by success. I have sent the inclosed to Mr. John Taylor 
open for your perusal, whereby you may see the methods I have 
taken about my money in his hands, if it be not already disposed. 
In my last by the Bristol Fleet I gave you an account of my de- 
sign to send you a summary discourse of Virginia, and a full 
and methodical Digest of our Laws which were then not pre- 
pared, but are now fully ready and only wait a convenient pass- 
port to get them to your hands without the great charge of Pos- 
tage, when I send them, I shall be more large in delivering some 
methods about them. All health and happiness is wished you 
by 

Wff. 
To Mr. Nicholas Hayward &c. 



Dec. 19th, 1693. 
Mr. John Taylor: 

S'. I received yours bearing date 15th Feby: by what ship 
I know not, and therein you give me an account of the receipt 
of my eight hh°* & Barrel of Tob", the Barrell and one hh"' you 
give me account is sold, the rest waits a market, which I hope 
may find a good one because all Informations give an account of 
the rising thereof, not one Londoner coming into our river of 
Potomack this year, and Tob" plenty when they Ride, there was 
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no possibility of shipping any more this year, or else perhaps 
you might have heard more effectually from me by this time. 
The last year I ordered the produce of my Tob° to be sent me 
in goods according as I have mentioned, but if you have not 
shipped or purchased the goods before this letter arrives I would 
have you desist from purchasing any goods for me, but to pay 
the money due to me to Mr. Nicholas Hayward or his order, 
when he shall call for it. Pray let me hear from you by the first 
conveniency that so I may be able better to order my affairs 
towards a further correspondence. I rest, 

S r your Wff. 
To Mr. Jn° Taylor merchant in London. 



Dec. 19th, 1693. 
Mr. John Cooper: 

S r . Your severall letters of the 20th of January and 10th of 
March dates came safe by the Fleet, wherein you give me an 
account of the lowness of Tob" & that therefore you have not 
yet sold that six hh a " of mine that is come to your hands. I 
hope your delay therein may be of some advantage to me, now 
in the time of a rising market; I see by your letter and return 
to Mr. Mathew Thompson it had been of great advantage to me 
to have sent treble the quantity of Oronoko, which that would 
have yielded me, but markets both here & there are so uncer- 
tain that no certain measure can be taken; I designed you some 
more Tob this year and intended to try of both sorts Aronoko 
and sweet scented but we had not one London Ship in our River 
of Potomack of neither side, from head to mouth thereof, and 
ships have no necessity upon them to come round from other 
Rivers, when they may be supplyed where they lye. As it hap- 
pened I am glad none of the goods I sent for came in last year 
and now I would have you send me none till my farther order. 
As to Coll" Pye's affair I gave you a full account thereof by the 
Spencer Capt. Goodridge, and therein also sent you his bills of 
Exchange drawne upon Mr. Groome, together with his letter to 
you, which I presume before this time are come safe to your 
hand, he promising extremely fair & I hope I shall bring him to 
act as fair, but till the arrivall of your next in answer to those 
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by Goodridge, I can't fairly proceed vigorously, for therein his 
letter you may see he promises to pay to the utmost penny what 
you shall justly make appear to be due from him upon the sta- 
tion of accounts. Notwithstanding I have sent your letter to 
him, and shall hold him in fair treaty till I receive full and farther 
orders and shall both now and then act and do for you as if it 
were my own concern. The long detaining the letter was almost 
as much prejudice to us here as the damage or loss of our Tob" 
&c. not having one ship amongst us this year there is fair field 
open for a London merchant to strike in with a brisk & full trade 
here and if any Londoner had happened to send a ship he might 
had large consignments. 

S'. The box sent me by my mother with the letter tyed to it 
never reached me, nor do I know by what ship it came; if any 
more letters for the future come to your hands inclose them in 
yours, the Postage is nothing be the packet never so big. I 
received a letter bearing date the 12th of March from Capt. 
Goodridge out of Ireland, wherein he gives a particular account 
of his great loss, but withall writes me word that my four hh*' 
& Barrell Tob" I had in him are safe got on shoar and put in a 
warehouse without any manner of damage, for my Tob" was 
stowed in the Hatchway between decks, of which I suppose you 
have had full advice by this time, therefore I need say no more 
as to that at this time; your consignments this year, had there 
been an opportunity of freight, I believe would have been more 
than they were. I know no further I have to add save to assure 
you I am S r 

Your Wff. 
To Mr. John Cooper Merch' in London. 



Dear Sir: 

At James Town. I received about the 3d Nov' and a small 
time after Capt. Brent and myself received the powers and In- 
structions from the Proprietor, of which we gave you an account, 
by a Ship then ready to go out, which I hope by this time you 
have receiv'd. At my coming home which was about the last 
of Nov' I received two more from you that came by Capt. Jones 
in the Davis of Bristol, wherein you are pleased to repeat your 



184 VIRGINIA HISTORICAL MAGAZINE. 

kindness in your Kind Recommends to the Proprietor, for which 
I heartily thank you, and shall endeavour so to serve & accomo- 
date their Interest, (which really at present lyes under very great 
confusion & Distraction by reason of the incapacity of Coll. 
Ludwell's Deputy and the opposition of the Government very 
ill managed) that I hope they may suddenly reap profit thereby 
and your self no disreputation for your kindness. As to Mr. 
Sherwood's business Capt. Brent & myself appeared for you in 
the Generall Court and cast him, making it manifest that the 
debt claimed by him was never assumed by you by which means 
you are cleared from that clamour, but you had not so good suc- 
cess in Capt. Mason's business, the reasons I suppose Capt. 
Brent will write you at large; to that shall refer; As to shipping 
Tob" we have not one London Ship in our whole River, so no 
possibility of getting freight, which I earnestly endeavoured but 
could not, Capt. Braines whom you -depended upon for freight 
came no nearer us than James River, where Tob" is not so scarce 
as to invite him to send up to us for Tob". We are just now fit- 
ting & Marshalling out our Receivers about the Quit Rents, and 
if we can get any Tob° ready before Jones is full, shall endeavour 
to get what we can in him and consign it to you; this I don't 
absolutely say but only hope within this month or six weeks, we 
shall be able to give them some account of their affairs, in which 
we have never been idle since impowered. When I have told 
you your success against Sherwood the Privateer's Ingratitude 
will better pass. Pray S r by the first conveniency let me have 
the happiness of hearing from you, together with the full of all 
news, as you may assure yourself you shall by all opportunitys. 
Pray in your next direct me where directly to direct to you. I 
am 

Your Wff. 
To Capt. Roger Jones. 



